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TER. vr. 16. 


Thus ſaith the Lord, fland ye in hes 


ways and ſee, and aff for the old 
paths, where is the good way, and 


walk therein, and ye ſhall find reſt Y 
for your ſouls, — 


NN this chapter the deſtruction of 
Wer Jeruſalem by the Babylonians is 
chreatened and foretold, and the 
cauſes of it aſſigned ; in general 

the g great aboundings of ſin and wickedneſs ' 


among the people; and in particular their 


neglect and contempt of the word of God; 


the ſin of covetouſneſs which prevailed among 


all ſorts ; the unfaithfulneſs of the prophets ' 
to the people, and the peoples impenitence 
and hardneſs of heart; their want of ſhame z 

their diſregard to all inſtructions and warn- 


ings from the Lord, by the mouth of his 


7B 2 prophets, 


— — 
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prophets, and their obſtinate reſuſal of them; 
which laſt is expreſſed in the clauſe follow - 
ing the words read ; and which, though an 
aggravation of it, ſhew the tender regard of 
the Lord to this people, and may be con- 
ſidered as an inſtruction to ſuch who had 
their doubts and difficulties in religious mat- 
ters; who were halting between two opinions, 
and like men in biuio, who ſtand in a place 

where two or more ways meet, and know 
not which path to take ; and in this light I 
ſhall conſider them; and i in them may be 
obſerved, | 


I. A direction to ſuch perſons what to do; 
to ſtand in the ways, and ſee, and ask for 
the old paths, where is the good way, and 
walk therein. 

II. The encouragement to take this direc- 


tion; and ye ſpall find reſt for your ſouls. 


4 The Geddes given to ſtand in or on 
the ways &c. to do as men do when they are 


come to a place where two or more ways 


meet, make a ſtand, and view the roads, 
and ſee which they ſhould take ; they look 
about them, and conſider well what courſe 
they ſhauld ſteer; they look up to the way- 
marks, or way-poſts, and read the inſerip- 

1 tions 


(5) 
tions on them, which tell them whither ſuch 
a road leads, and ſo judge for themſelves 
which way they ſhould go. Now in reli- 
gious matters, the way-marks or way- poſts 
to guide and direct men the way, are the 
ſcriptures, the oracles of God, and they only. 
Not education - principles. It is right in 
parents to do as Abraham did, to teach their 
children to keep the-way of the Lord. The 
direction of the wiſe man is an exceeding 
good-one*; train up a child in the way he 
ſhould go, and when he is old, he will not de- 
part from it; that is, eaſily and ordinarily: 
and it becomes chriſtians under the Goſpel- 
diſpenſation to bring up their children in the 
nurture and admonit iam of the Lord; and a 
great mercy and bleſſing it is to have a reli- 
gious education; but then, as wrong princi- 
ples may be infuſed as well as right ones, 
into perſons in their tender years, it becomes 
them, when come to years of maturity and 
diſcretion, to examine them, whether they 
are according to the word of God, and ſo 
judge for themſelves, whether they are to be 
abode by or rejected. I know it is a grievous, 
thing with ſome perſons to forſake the reli- 
gion they. have been brought up in; but upon 
this foot, a man that is born and brought up 
| a 
= Cen. xvüi. 19, Prov. xxii, 6. © Eph. vi. 4. 
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a Turk or a Jeu, a Pagan or a Papiſt, muſt 
ever continue ſo. Sad would have been the 
caſe of the apoſtle Paul, if he had continued in 
the principles of his education; and what a 
ſhocking figure did he make whilſt he abode 
by them? thinking according to them he 
ought to do many things contrary 70 the 
name of Feſus s. 

Nor are the cuſtoms of men a rule of 
judgment, or a direction which way men 


ſhould take in matters of religion; ; for the 


cuſtoms of the people are for the moſt part 
vain*; and ſuch as are not /awfu/ for us being 
chriſtians to receive orobſerve*; and concern- 
ing which we ſhould ſay, we have no ſuch 
cuſtom, neither the churches of Cod t. Cuſtom 
is a tyrant, and ought to be rebelled againſt, 

and its yoke thrown off 
Nor are the traditions of men to be re- 
carded; the Phariſees were very tenacious of 
the traditions of the elders, by which they 
tranſgreſſed the commandments of God, and 
made his word of no effect; and the apoſtle 
Paul, in his ſtate of unregeneracy was zealous 
of the ſame; but neither of them are to be 
imitated by us; it is right to obſerve the ex- 
hortation which the apoſtle gives when a 
chriſtian 


7 Acts xxii. 3, 4. and xxvi. 9. Jer. XX. 3. 
f Acts xvi. 21. 8 1 Cor, xi. 16. 


17 
chriſtian®; beware leſt any man ſpoil you 
through philoſophy and vain deceit, after the 
tradition of men, after the rudiments of the 
world, and not after Chriſt. Take care you 
are not impoſed upon, under the notion and 
pretence of an apoſtolical tradition; unwrit- 
ten traditions are not the rule, only the word 
of God is the rule of our faith and practice. 
Nor do the decrees of popes and Councils 
demand our attention and regard; it matters 
not what ſuch a pope has determined, or what 
canons ſuch a council under his influence has 
made ; what have we to do with the man of 
ſin, that exalts himſelf above all that is called 
God, who ſits in the temple of God, ſhew- 
ing himſelf as if he was God? we know 
what will be his fate, and that of his fol- 
lowers? ond 
Nor are the examples of men, no not of 
the beſt of men, in all things to be copied 
after by us; we ſhould indeed be fo/lowers of 
all good men as ſuch, of thoſe who through 
faith and patience inherit the promiſes; and 
eſpecially of ſuch, who are or have been 
ſpiritual guides and governors in the church; 
who have made the ſcriptures their ſtudy, 
and have laboured in the word and doctrine 3 


their 


P Col. „ The. n. 4, 5. Rev. xx. 10. and 


(8) 


their faith we ſhould follow, conſidering the 


end of their converſation; how that iſſues, 
and when it terminates in Chriſt, his perſon, 


truths and ordinances, the ſame to day, yeſter- 


day, and for euer: but then we are to follow 
them no further than they follow Chriſt ; 


the apoſtle Paul deſired no more than this 


of his Corinthians with reſpect to himſelf; 
and no more can be demanded of us; it 
ſhould be no byas on our minds, that ſuch 
and ſuch a man of ſo much grace and ex- 
ccllent gifts thought and practiſed ſo and ſo. 
We are to call no man father or maſter on 
earth; we have but one father in heaven, and 
one maſter which is Chriſt, whoſe doctrines, 
rules, and ordinances we ſhould receive and 
obſcrye, We are not to be influenced by 
men of learning and wealth; tho'thefe ſhould 


be on the other ſide of the queſtion, it ſhould 


be no ſtumbling to us ; had this been a rule 
to be attended to, chriſtianity had never got 
footing in the world; have any of the rulers 
or of the Phariſees believedon him? but this 


people who knowethnot the lau, are curſed”. 


It pleaſed the Lord in the firſt times of the 
Goſpel, to hide the things of it from the wiſe 
and prudent, and reveal them untobabes, and 


to call by his grace not many wiſe * 
Fae 


* Heb. vi. 1 2. and xiii. 7» , John vii. 48, 4% 


9 

the fleſh, not many mighty, not many noble, 
but the fo0/i/h, weak, and baſe things of the 
world, and things that are not, to confound 
the wiſe and mighty, and bring to nought 
things that are, that no fleſh ſhould glory in 
his preſence® : nor ſhould it concern us that 
the greateſt number is on the oppoſite ſide 
we are not to follow a multitude to do evil; 
the whole world once wondered after the 

beaſt; Chriſt's flock is but a little flock. 
The ſcriptures are the only external guide 
in matters of religion; they are the way-poſts 
we ſhould look up unto, and take our direc- 
tion from, and ſhould ſteer our courſe ac- 
cordingly : to the law and tothe teſtimony : if 
men ſpeak not according tothisword, it is be- 
cauſe there is no light in theme; we ſhould 
not believe every ſpirit, but try them, whether 
they are of God; and the trial ſhould be 
made according to the word of God; the 
ſcriptures ſhould be ſearched, as they were 
by the noble Bereans, to ſee whether the 
things delivered to conſideration are ſo or no; 
the inſcriptions on theſe way-poſts ſhould be 
read, which are written ſo plain, that he that 
runs may read them; and they direct to a 
| Way, 


Matt. xi. 25, 26. 1 Cor. i. 26—29. a IC, viii. 20» 
1 John iv. 1. | 
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way, in which men tho fools ſhall not err 
if therefore the enquiry is 

Iſt. About the way of ſalvation; if that is 
the affair the doubt is concerning, look up to 
the way- poſts, look into the word of God, 
and read what that ſays; ſearch the ſcriptures, 
for therein is the way of eternal life; life and 
immortality, or the way to an immortal life 
is brought to light by the Goſpel. The 
ſcriptures, under a divine influence, and with 
2 divine bleſſing, are able to make a man 
wiſe unto ſalvation, and they do point unto 
men the way of it ; it is not the light of 
nature, nor the law of Moſes, but the goſpel- 
part of the ſcriptures, which direct to this; 
theſe will ſhew you that God ſaves and calls 
men with an holy calling, not according to 
their works, but according to his purpole and 
grace; that it is not by works of righteouſ- 
neſs done by men, but according to the merey 
of God, that men are ſaved; and that it is 
not by works, but by grace, leſt men ſhould 
boaſt ?; that it is a vain thing for men to ex- 
pect ſalvation this way; that it is a dangerous 
one, ſuch who encompaſs themſelves with 
{parks of their own kindling, ſhall lie down 


in ſorrow; and that it is a very wicked thing, 


ſuch facritice to their own net, and _ 
incenſe 
2 Tim. i. 9. Tit. Hi. 8. Eph. i. 8, g. 


Err) 

incenſe to their own drag. Theſe will in- 
form you that Chriſt is the way, the truth, 
and the life; that he is the only true way to 
eternal life; that there is ſalvation in him, and 
in no other; the language of them is, believe 
on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be 
fayed : theſe words, ſalvation alone by Chriſt, 
ſalvation alone by Chriſt, are written as with 
a ſun beam on them; juſt as the way-poſts 
ſet up in places where two or more ways 
met, to direct the manſlayer when he was 
flecing to one of the cities of refuge from 
the avenger of blood, had written on them 
in very legible characters, refuge, refuge . 
2dly, If the queſtion is about any point 
of doctrine; if there is any heſitation con- 
cerning any truth of the Goſpel, look up to 
the way poſts, look into the ſcriptures, ſearch 
them, ſee and read what they ſay; for they 
are profitable for doftrine*; for finding it out, 
explaining, confirming, and defending it ; 
thefe will tell you whether the thing in de- 
bate is ſo or no, and will direct you which 
fide of the queſtion to take; if you ſeek 
for knowledge and underſtanding in Goſpel- 

truths, diligently and conſtantly, as you would 
for ſilver, and ſearch after them as for hid 
treaſures, then will you underſtand the fear 
C 2 of 

7 T. Hieroſ. Maccot. fol. 31. 4. * 2 Tim. ili. 16. 


1622) 
of the Lord, and find the knowledge of 
God '. Thus for inſtance, 

If the enquiry is about the doctrine of the 
Trinity 3 as the light of nature and reaſon 
will tell you, that there is but one God, 
and which is confirmed by revelation ; the 
ſcriptures will inform you, that ? here are three 
that bear record in heaven, the Father, the 
Mord, and the Holy Spirit, and that theſe 
Fhree are one*; are the one God: look into 
the firſt page of the bible, and you'll ſee 
how juſt and right is that obſeryation of the 
Pſalmiſt v; by the word of the Lord were the 
heavens made, and all the hoſt of them by the 
breath or ſpirit of his mouth; and that je- 
hovah his Word and Spirit were concerned 
in the creation of all things: you'll learn from 
thence that God made the heavens and the 
earth ; that the Spirit of God moved uponthe 
face of the waters, and brought the chaos into 
a beautiful order, as well as garniſhed the hea- 
vens; and that God the Word ſaid, let there 
be light, and there was light; and that theſe 
three are the us that made man after their 
image and likeneſs v. This doctrine is fre- 
quently ſuggeſted in the Old Teſtament, but 
clearly revealed in the New, and no where 


more clearly than in the commiſſion for the 


| | admi- 
Pro. I. 4, 5. 1 John v. 7. v Pf, xxxiii. 6. 
, it; 3» 30> f 
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adminiſtration of the ordinance of baptiſm; 
go, teach all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Jon, andof the 
Holy Ghoſt*; and in the adminiſtration of it 
itſelf to our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, at which all 
the three perſons appeared; the Father by a 
voice from heaven, declaring Chriſt his be- 
loved Son; the Son in human nature, ſub- 
mitting to the ordinance; and the Holy Ghoſt 
deſcending as a dove upon him? ; this was 
thought to be ſo clear a teſtimony for this 
doctrine, that it was uſual with the ancients 
to ſay, go to Jordan, and there learn the 
doctrine of the Trinity. | 

If the queſtion is concerning the deity of 
Chriſt, his eternal Sonſhip and diſtinct per- 
ſonality, look to your way-marks,; enquire 
into the ſacred records, and there you'll find, 
that he is the mighty God, God over all, 
bleſſed for eyer, the Great God, the true 
God, and eternal life * ; that all divine per- 
fections are in him; that the fulneſs of the 
Godhead dwells in him; that he is the bright- 
neſs of his Father's glory, and the expreſs 
image of his perſon; to whom all divine 
works are aſcribed, andall divine worſhip is 


given ; that he is the only begotten of the 
Father, 


* Matt. xxviii. 19. Matt. vi. 16, 17. II. ix. 6. 
Rom. ix. 5. Tit. ii. 13. 1 John v. 20. 


TR 
Father, the firſt-born of eycry creature, or 
was begotten before any creature was in 
being“; of whom the Father ſays, thou art 
my Son, this day have I begotten thee®*; that 
he is the Word which was in the beginning 
with God, and muſt be diſtin& from him 
with whom he was; and in the fulneſs of 
time was made fleſn, which neither the Father 
nor the Spirit were“; and the ſame ſaered 
writings will ſatisfy you about the deity and 
perſonality, as well as the opetations of the 
bleſſed Spirit. 

If the doubt is about the doctrine of elec- 
tion, read over the ſacred volumes, and there 
you'll find, that this is an eternal and ſove- 
reign act of God the Father, which was made 
in Chriſt before the foundation of the world ; 
that it is to holineſs here, and happineſs here- 
after; that the means are ſanctification of the 
Spirit, and belief of the truth; that it is irre- 
ſpective of faith and good works, being before 
perſons had done either good or evil; that 
faith and holineſs flow from it, and that grace 
and glory are ſecured by it; whom he did pre- 
deſtinate, them he alſo called, and whom he 
called, them he alſo juſtified, and whom he 
juſtified, them he alſo glorified*®. © 


If 
* Heb. i. 3. Col. ii. 9. and 1. 1 b Pf. it; 7+ 
© John 1. 1, 14. « Eph. i. 4. 2 Thefl, ü. 1% 


Rom ix. 11. and viii. 30. 
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If you have any heſitation abour the doc- 
trine of original fin, look into your bible; 
there you'll ſee, that the firſt man ſinned, 
and all ſinned in him; that judgment through 
his offence came upon all men to condemna- 
tion; and that by his diſobedience many 
were made ſinners; that men are conceived 
in fin, and ſhapen in iniquity; that they are 
tranſgreſſors from the womb, go aſtray from 
thence ſpeaking lyes, and are by nature chil- 

dren of wrath ® I 
If the matter in debate is the ſatisfaction 
of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, read over the epiſtles 
of his holy apoſtles, and they'll inform you, 
that he was made under the law, and became 
the fulfilling end of it, in the room of his 
people 3 that he yielded perfect obedicnce to 
it, and bore the penalty of it, that the righ- 
teouſneſs of the law might be fulfilled in 
them; that he was made ſin for them, that 
they might be made the righteouſneſs of 
God in him; and a curſe for them, that he 
might redeem them from the curſe of thelaw ; 
that he offered himſelf a ſacrifice for them, in 
their room and ſtead to God, for a ſweet 
ſmelling ſavour; that he ſuffered, the juſt for 


the unjuſt, to bring them nigh ro God, and 
died 


„Rom. v. 12, 18, 19. Pſ. li. 5. and lrũi. 3. If. xlviu. 8. 
Eph, ii. 3, | 


6 


Sint « —__ . an 18 a 9328 


— — 
— — a - - 
> X _ 4 _—_— 
— — — —— 
—— 33 . — - 
— —¼- — 2 


— 
— _ — ——————— — — 
— - — — — 5 
kd — — — — 
- 15 2 — 
— 


8 — > 
* = ei — WI" X 
. r eg DLL ERIE 4 


(x6) 
died for their ſins according to the ſcriptures, 
and made reconciliation and atonement for 
them *. oy . 
If you are at a loſs about the extent of 


Chriſt's death, and know not what part to 


take in the controverſy about general and 
particular redemption, look to your way- 
marks, the ſcriptures, and take your direction 
from thence ; and there you'll obſerve, that 
thoſe whom Chriſt faves from their ſins are 
his own people, for whoſe trangreſſions he 
was ſtricken ; that he gave his life a ranſom 
for many, for all ſorts of perſons, for all his 
elect, eus and Gentiles; that they were His 
ſheep he laid down his life for; that he loved 
the church, and gave himſelf for it; and that 
he taſted death for every one of his brethren, 
and of the children the Father gave him; that 
thoſe that are redeemed by him, are redeem- 
ed out of every kindred, tongue, people, and 
nation s. | 
If the affair before you is the docttine of 
juſtification, and the query is, whether it is 
by works of rightcouſneſs done by you, or 
by the righteouſneſs of Chriſt imputed to you, 
or 
Gal. iv. 4. Rom. viii. 3, 4. and x. 4+ 2 Cor. v. 21. 
Gal. iii. 13. Eph. v. 2. 1 Pet. iii. 18. 1 Cor. xv. 3. 


Heb. ii. 17. s Matt. i. 21, and xx. 28. John x. 15. 
Eph. v. 25. Heb: ii, 9, 10, 11, 12. Rev. v. 9. 5 
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or about any thing relating to it, read over 
the ſacred pages, and eſpecially the epiſtles of 
the apoſtle Paul; and you'll eaſily ſee, that 
a man cannot be juſtified in the ſight of God 
by the works of the law, or by his own obe- 
dience tothe law of works; that, if righteouſ- 
neſs comes by the law, Chriſt is dead in 
vain ; that men arc juſtified by faith, without 
the works of the law, that is, by the righ- 
teouſneſs of Chriſt, received by faith; that 
they are juſtified by the blood of Chriſt, and 
made rightcous by his obedience; that this 
is the righteouſneſs which God approves of, 
accepts, and imputes to his people, without 
works ; and which being looked to, appre- 
hended and received by faith, is productive 
of much ſpiritual peace and een in the 
ſoul s. 
If the diſpute is about free- will or free - 
grace, the power of the one, and the efficacy 
of the other, in a ſinner's regeneration and 
converſion; turn to your bible, and from 
thence it will appear, that this work is not by 
might, or power of man, but by the Spirit 
of the Lord of hoſts; that men are born 
again, not of the will of the fleſh, nor of 
the will of man, but of God, his ſpirit and 

| D grace; 


* Rom. ui, 20, 28. Gal. ii. 16, 21. Rom. v. 1, 9, 19. 
and iv. 6. 


. 
grace; that it is not of him that willeth, nor 
of him that runneth, but of God that fhew- 
eth mercy ; that the work of faith is a work 
of power, of the operation of God, and is 
carried on by it, and is even according to 
the excecding greatneſs of his power, who 
works in man both to will and to do of his 
- own good pleaſure b. 
If the demur is about the final perſeverance 
of the ſaints, read over the gracious promiſes 
and declarations in the word of God, and 
they Il ſerve to confirm you in it; as that 
the righteous ſhall hold on his way, and he 
that hath clean hands ſhall grow ſtronger and 
ſtronger ; that God will put his fear into 
the hearts of his people, and they ſhall not 
depart from him; that they are preſerved in 
Chriſt Jeſus, and in his hands, out of whoſe 
hands none can pluck them, who is able to 
keep them from falling, and will; and that 
they arc, and ſhall be kept by the power of 
God thro faith unto ſalvation *, 

To obſerve no more: if the doctrines of 
the reſurrection of the dead, and a future 
judgment, ſhould be called in queſtion, read 


the divine oracles, and there you are told, 
that 


8 Zach. iv. 6. John i i. 13. and iii. 5. Rom. ix. 15, 16. 
Col. ii. 12. 2 Theſf. i. 11. Eph. i. 19. Phil. ii. 13. 

Job xvii. 9. Jer. xxxii. 40. * 28, 29. Jude 
L234 1CLS 


(19), 
that there will be a reſurrection both of the 
juſt and unjuſt; that the one ſhall come forth 
from their graves to the reſurreQion of life, 
and the other to the reſurrection of damna- 
tion; that there is a judgment to come; that 
there is a righteous judge appointed, and a 
day ſet when juſt judgment will be executed; 
and that all, ſmall and great, good and bad, 
muſt appear before the judgment-ſcat cf 
Chriſt to receive for the things done in the 
body, whether they be good, or whether 


they be evil ©. 
3dly, If the enquiry is about worſhip, the 


ſcriptures will direct you both as to the object 
and manner of it, and circumſtances relating 
to it; they will inform you, that God only 
is to be worſhipped, and not a creature; and 
that the deity to be worſhipped is not like 
to gold, or ſilver, or ſtone graven by art and 
man's device; that God is a ſpirit, and muſt 
be worſhipped in ſpirit and in truth: you 
there find the rules for the ſeyeral parts of 
worſhip, for prayer to him, ſinging his 
praiſe, preaching his word, and adminiſtring 
his ordinances, and how every thing ſhould 
be done decently, and in order“. 
D-3 ov 4thly, 


* As xxiv. 16. John v. 28, 29. Acts xvii. 31. Rev. 
XX. 12. 2 Cor. v. 10. | Rom: i i. 25. Adds xvii, 29. 


John iv. 24. 1 Cor. xiv, 40. 
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4thly, If the enquiry is about the nature 
of a church, its government, officers, and 
diſcipline, look into the ancient records of 
the ſcripture, and there you will meet with a 
juſt and true account of theſe things, the ori- 
ginal of them, and rules concerning them 3 
you'll find that a chuggh is a ſociety of ſaints 
and faithful men in Chriſt Jeſus, that are 
joined together in holy fellowſhip, that are 
incorporated into a viſible church-ſtate, and 
by agreement meet together in one place to 
carry on the worſhip of God, to glorify him, 
and edify one another v; that it is not na- 
tional, provincial, or parochial, but congre- 
gational; that its offices or officers are only 
theſe two plain ones, biſhops, or overſcers or 
elders,anddeacons*; where you'll find nothing 
of the rabble of the Romiſo hicrarchy ; not a 
ſyllable of archbiſhops, archdcacons, deans, 
prebends, prieſts, chantors, rectors, vicars, cu- 
rates, &c. there you'll obſerve laws and rules 
of Chriſt the ſole head of the church, his own 
appointing, for the better ordering and regu- 
lating affairs; rules about the reception and 
rejection of members, for the laying on or 
taking off cenſures, for admonitions and ex- 
communications; all which are to be done 
by the joint ſuffrage of the church. 

5thly, 


* Eph. i. I, I Cor. xi. 20. ” Phil, i. 1. 
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5thly, If the enquiry is about the ordi- 
nances of the Goſpel, fand in the ways and 
ſee, and ast for the old paths, in which the 
ſaints formerly trod ; if it is about the ordi- 
nance of the Lord's ſupper, the ſcriptures 
will inform you of the original inſtitution of 
this ordinance by Chriſt, of the nature, uſe, 
and intent of it; · that it is to ſhew forth the 
death of Chriſt till he come again; to com- 
memorate his ſufferings and ſacrifice, to re- 
preſent his body broken, and his blood ſhed 
for the ſins of his people; and that if any 
one is defirous of partaking of it, he ſhould 
firſt examine himſelf whether he has true 
faith in Chriſt, and is capable of diſcerning 
the Lord's body. If it is concerning the or- 
dinance of baptiſm, by conſulting the ſacred 
oracles you'll caſily perceive that this is of 
God and not of man ; that it is to be done 
in water; that the form of adminiſtration is 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghoſt ; that the ſubjects of 
it are believers in Chriſt, and the mode by 
immerſion; and that the whole is warranted 
by thecommiſſion and example of ourLord?. 
But, 4 
I. If there is any doubt about the ſubjects 
of this ordinance, whether they are infants or 


bf : adult 
Hatt. xxvi. 26, 27, 28. 1 Cor. 11. 24—29. 
Matt. xxi. 25. and iu, 6, 11, 16. and Xxvili. 19. 
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adult perſons, ſtand inthe ways and ſee, and 
ask for the old paths; not which fathers and 
councils have marked out, but which the ſcrip- 
tures point unto, and in which John the Bap- 
1ſt, Chriſt, and his apoſtles, have trod. We 
do not decline looking into the three firſt 
centuriesof chriſtianity, commonly reckoned 
the pureſt ages of it; we readily allow, that 
infant-baptiſm was talked of in the 7h:rd 
century; it was then moved in the African 
churches; but that it was practiſed is not 
proved. I won't ſay it is improbable that 
any were then baptiſed; but this I affirm, it 
is not certain that any were; as yet, it has 
not been proved: and as for the writers of 
the two firſt centuries, not a word of it is 
mentioned by them. And had it, had any 
thing dropped from their pens that looked 
like it, and could by artifice be wire-drawn to 
the countenance of it, we ſhould not think 
ourſclves obliged to embrace it on that ac- 


count; what if Hermas, or Barnabas, or Ig- 


natins, or Polycarp, or the two Clements of 
Rome and Alexandria, or Irenæus, or Fuſtin 


| Martyr, or Tatian,orT heophilus of Antioch, 


or Athenagoras, or Minutius Felix declared it, 


any one or more of them, as their opinion, 


that infants ought to be baptized, tho none 


of them have; yet we ſhould not think our- 
1 ſelves 
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felyes bound to receive it, any more than the 
many abſurdities, weak reaſonings, and filly 
notions theſe men gave into; and even could 
it be proved, as it cannot, that it is an in- 
conteſtable fact that infant-baptiſm was ad- 
miniſtred by one or more of them, it would 
only ſerve to prove this fad truth known by 
other inſtances, how ſoon corruptions in faith 
and practice got into the chriſtian churches, 
even preſently after the times of the Apoſtles; 
nay, the myſtery of iniquity began to work 
in their days. Wherefore, in order to get 
ſatisfaction in this point, 

Lock over the accounts of the adminiſtra- 
tion of the ordinance of Baptiſm, by John, 
the firſt adminiſtrator of .it, and ſee if you 
can find that any infants were baptized by 
him. We are told, that there went out to 
him Feruſalem and all Fudea, and all the re- 
gion round about Fordan ; that is, the inhabi- 
tants of theſe places, great numbers of them; 
but ſurely theſe could not be infants, nor an 
among them, that Went out to John to hear 
him preach, or be baptized by him: tis 
added, and were baptized of him in Fordan, 
confeſſing their ſins ; theſe alſo could not be 


infants, but adult perſons, who being made 
truly ſenſible of ſin, and having true repentance 


for it, frankly and ingenuouſly confeſſed it; 
which 


be 


which infants are not capable of. John 
preached the baptiſm of repentance, and requir- 


ed repentance previous to it, and even fruits 
meet for it, and evidential of it; and when 
the Phariſees and Sadducees came to his bap- 
tiſm, who alſo could not be infants, he ob- 
jects to them, becauſe not good men and 
penitent, and even tho they were capable of 
pleading that they were the children of Abra- 
ham, and the ſeed of that great believer 1. 
And indeed the notion that is advanced in 
our day is a very idle one, that infants muſt 
be baptized becauſe the feed of believers. 
Are not all mankind the ſeed of believers? 
Has not God made of one man's blood all 
nations that are upon the face of the earth? 
Were not Adamand Eve believers in Chriſt, 
to whom the firſt promiſe and declaration of 
a Meſſiah were made? And don't all men 
ſpring from them ? Or come we lower to 
Noah, the father of the new world, who 
was a perfect man, and found grace in the 
ſight of God; do not all men deſcend from 


him? Turks, Fews, Pagans and Papiſts are 


all the ſeed of believers, and at this rate 

ought to be baptized: and as for immediate 

believers and unbelievers, their ſced by birth 

are upon an equal foot, and are in no wiſe 
| better 
1 Matt. iii. 5, 6, 7, 8, 9. 
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better, one than another, or have any prefe- 
rence the one to the other, or have by birth 
any claim to a goſpel privilege or bleſſing the 
other has not; the truth of the matter is, 
that they are equally by nature children of 
wrath. 

Look farther into the account of Baptiſm 
as adminiſtred by Chriſt, or rather by his or- 
ders, and ſee if you can find an infant there- 
Johns diſciples come to him, and ſay, Rabbi, 
he that was with thee beyond Fordan, to 
whom thou beareſt witneſs, behold the ſame 
baptizeth, and all men come to him. Theſe 
alſo could not be infants that came to him and 
were baptized; and beſides, Who they were 
that were baptized by him, or by his orders, 
we are afterwards told, and their characters 
are given; Jeſus made and baptized more 
diſciples than Fohn* : firſt he made them 
diſciples, and then baptized them, or ordered 
them to be baptized ; and a diſciple of Chriſt 
is one that has learnt him, and the way of ſal- 
vation by him; who is taught to deny ſinful, 
civil and righteous ſelf for Chriſt 3 and ſuch 
were the perſons baptized in the times of 
Chriſt, who muſt be adult ones; and with 
this his practice agrees the commiſſion he 


gave in Matt. xxviii. 19, where he orders 
E teach - 


John iii, 26, John iy, 1. 
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teaching before baptizing; and ſuch teaching 
as iſſues in believing, with which compare 
Mark xvi. 16. True indeed he fays*, ſuffer 
little children to come unto me, and forbid 
them not; but they were admitted to come 
to him not to be baptized by him, of which 
there is not one ſyllable, nor the leaſt inti- 
mation, but to lay his hands on them and pray, 
or be touched by him, very probably to heal 
them of diſeaſes that might attend them. 
However, it ſeems rcaſonable to conclude, 
that the apoſtles knew nothing of any ſuch 
practice as infant-baptiſm, enjoined, practiſed, 
or countenanced by Chriſt, or they would 
never have forbid the bringing of infantsto 
him; and our Lord ſaying nothing of it 
when ſuch a fair opportunity offered, looks 
very darkly upon it. 

Once more; look over the accounts of the 
adminiſtration of Baptiſm by the apoſtles of 
Chriſt, and obſerve who they were that were 
baptized by them. We read indeed of 
houſholds baptized by them; but inaſmuch 
as there are many families that have no in- 
fants in them, nothing can be concluded from 
hence in favour of infant-baptiſm ; it ſhould 
be firſt proved that there were infants in theſe 
henſholds, before any lach conſequence can 

be 


t. . 
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be drawn from them: and beſides, it will 
appear upon a review of them, that not in”. 
fants but adult perſons in the ſeveral inſtances 
are intended. Lydia s houſhold conſiſted of 
brethren, whom the apoſtles comforted, who 
could not be infants, but adult perſons; we 
have no account of any other, no other are 
named; if any other can, let them be named. 
The /aylor's houſhold were ſuch, to whom 
the word of God was ſpoken, who believed in 
God, and rejoiced with him. S7ephanas's 
houſhold, which is the only other that is 
mentioned, is thought by ſome to be the ſame 
with the jaylor's; but, if not, it is certain that 
it conſiſted of adult perſons, ſuch who addicted 
themſelves to the miniſtry of the ſaints*, It 
will be eaſy to obſerve, that the firſt perſons 
that were baptized after our Lord's reſurrec- 
tion and aſcenſion, were ſuch as were pricked 
to the heart, repented of their fins, and gladly 
received the Goſpel 3 ſuch were the three 
thouſand who were baptized, and added to 
the church in one day. The Samaritans, 
hearing Philip preach the things concerning 
the kingdom of God, were baptized both 
men and women. The inſtance of the 
eunuch is notorious; this man was a Zewy/Þ. 
proſelyte, a ſerious and devout man, was 
E 2 reading 

Acts xvi. 15, 32, 33, 34, 40. 1 Cor. i. 16. and xvi. 15. 
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( 28 ) 
reading in the prophecy of 1/a:ah when Phi- 
/ip joined his chariot 3 who, after converſa- 
tion with him, deſired baptiſm of him, to 
whom Philip replied, that if he believed 
with all his heart he might be baptized ; in- 
timating, that if he did not, notwithſtand- 
ing his profeſſion of religion, and external 
fiouſnel and devotion, he had no right 
to that ordinance; and upon profeſſing his 
faith in Chriſt he was baptized. Cornelius 
and his family, and thoſe in his houſe to 
whom Peter preached, and on whom the 
Holy Ghoſt fell, were ordered by him to be 
baptized, having received the Holy Ghoſt, 
and for that reaſon. And the Corinthians, 


hearing the apoſtle Paul, and believing in 


Chriſt he preached, were baptized” : from 
all which inſtances it appears, that not infants 
but adult perſons were the only ones bap- 
tized by the apoſtles of Chriſt. Now, tho' 
we might juſtly demand a precept or com. 
mand of Chriſt to be ſhewn, expreſsly en- 
joining the baptiſm of infants, before we can 
go in to ſuch a practice, ſince it is uſed as a 
part of religious worſhip; for which we ought 
to have a thus ſaith the Lord: yet if but one 
ſingle precedent could be giyen us, one in- 

h ſtance 


Acts i. 37, 41, 42. and viii. 12, 37, 38. and x. 47. 
e ee bY 4 » 372 3 47 
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ftance produced; or if it could be proved that 
any one infant was ever baptized by John the 
Baptiſt, by Chriſt, or his orders, or by his 
apoſtles, we ſhould think ourſelves obliged 
to follow ſuch an example ; let this be ſhewn 
us, and we have done; well ſhut up the 
controverſy and ſay no more. Strange ! that 
in the ſpace of ſixty or ſeventy years, for ſuch 
a courſe of time ran out from the firſt admi- 
niſtration of baptiſm to the cloſe of the canon 
of the ſcripture, that in all the accounts of 
baptiſm in it, not a ſingle inſtance of infant- 
baptiſm can be given: upon the whole, we 
mult be allowed to ſay, and if not, we muſt 
and will take the liberty to ſay, that infant- 
baptiſm is an unſcriptural practice; and that 
there is neither precept nor precedent for it 
in all the word of God. 

2. If the doubt is concerning the mode of 
baptiſm, whether it is to be performed by im- 
merſion of the whole body, or by ſprinkling 
or pouring a little water on the face, take the 
ſame courſe as before, ask for the old paths; 
enquire how this ordinance was anciently ad- 
miniſtred in the times of 70%n, Chriſt, and 
his apoſtles. I ſhall not appeal unto, nor 
ſend you to enquire the fignification of the 
Greek word; tho' all men of learning and 
ſenſe have acknowledged, that the primary 

meaning 
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meaning of the word is to dip or plunge ; 
but this ordinance was appointed not for men 
of learning only, but for men and women 
alſo of the meaneſt capacities, and of the 
moſt plain and ſimple underſtandings : where- 

fore let all enquiring perſons conſult 
The ſcriptural inſtances of baptiſm; read 
over the accounts of baptiſm as adminiſtred 
by John, and you'll find that he baptized in 
Jordan: ask yourſelves why a river was 
choſe, when a baſon of water would have 
done, had it been performed by ſprinkling or 
pouring; try if you can bring yourſelves to 
believe that John was not in the river For- 
dan, only on the banks of it, from whence 
he took water, and poured or ſprinkled it; and 
if you can ſeriouſly and in good earneſt con- 
clude with a grave divine, that if he was in the 
river, he had in his hand a ſcoop, or ſome ſuch 
inſtrument, and with it threw the water over 
the people as they ſtood on the banks of the 
river on both ſides of him, and ſo baptized 
them in ſhoals, Look over the baptiſm of 
Chriſt by John, and ſee if you can perſuade 
yourſelves that Chriſt went ancle deep, or 
alittle more, into the river Fordan, and ohn 
ſtood upon a bank and poured a little water 
on his head, as Meſſicurs painter and engraver 
have deſcribed them; or whether the moſt 
2 eaſy 
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eaſy and natural ſenſe of the whole is not 
this, that they both went into the river For- 
dan, and Fohn baptized our Lord by immerſi- 
on; Which when done, he ſtraightway came 
up out of the water, which ſuppoſes him to 
have been in it; and then the Spirit deſcended 
on him as a dove, and a voice was heard from 
his Father, ſaying, this is my beloved ſon *. 
Carefully read over thoſe words of the Evan- 
geliſt?, and Fohn alſo was baptizing in Ae- 
non near to Salim, becauſe there was much 
water there; and try if you can make much 
water to ſignify little; or many waters, as the 
words.may be literally rendered, only a little 
rill, or ſome ſmall rivulets of water, not ſuffi- 
cient to cover a man's body; tho thephraſe is 
uſed even of the waters of the great ſea®; and 
perſuade yourſelves if you can, that the reaſon 
of the choice of this place, becauſe of much 
water in it, was not for baptiſm, as ſays the 
text, but for the convenience of men, their 
camels and aſſes on which they came to hear 
John, of which it ſays not one word. To 
which add the inſtance of the eunuch's bap- 
tiſm, in which we are told *, that both PHH 
lip and the eunuch went down into the water, 
and that when baptiſm was adminiſtred they z 
came. 


* Matt. iii. 6, 16, 17. Y John iii. 23. —* Sept, 
in Pl. Ixxvii, 19. and cvii. 23. Acts vil. 38, 39. 
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came up out of the water: now try whether 
you can really believe that this great man, 
who left his chariot, went down with Phi- 
lip into the water, ancle or knee deep, on- 
ly to have a little water ſprinkled and pour- 
ed upon him, and then came out of it, 
when in this way the ordinance might as well 
have been adminiſtred in his chariot; or whe- 
ther it is not moſt reaſonable to believe from 
the bare narrative, from the very letter of the 
text, that their going down into the water 
was in order that the ordinance might be ad- 
miniſtred by immerſion; and that when Phi- 
lip had baptized the eunuch this way, they 
both came up out of the water : as for that 
poor weak criticiſm, that this is to be under- 
ſtood of going to and from the water- ſide; ir 
may be asked what they ſhould go thither 
for, what reaſon was there for it, if done by 
ſprinkling? Beſides, it is entirely deſtroyed 
by the obſeryation the hiſtorian makes before 
this, that they came unto à certain water * ; 
to the water- ſide; and therefore when they 
went down, it muſt be into the water itſelf; 
it could not with any propricty be ſaid, that 
when they were come to the water-ſide, af- 
ger that they went to the water-ſide. But 
to proceed, | 

Con- 


d Verſe 36. 
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Conſider the figurative or metaphorical bap- 
tiſms mentioned in ſcripture, Baptiſm is ſaidꝰ 
to be a like figure to Noahs ark, in which 
eight ſouls were ſaved by water; there is a 
likeneſs, an agreement between the one and 
the other; now ſee if you can make out any 
likeneſs between the ark upon the waters and 
baptiſm, as performed by ſprinkling; whereas 
it ſoon appears as performed by immerſion, in 
which perſons are covered in water, as Noah 
and his family in the ark were, when the foun- 
tains of the great deep were broke up under 
them, and the windows of heaven were opened 
above them: think with yourſelves, whether 
ſprinkling or immerſion beſt agrees with this, 
that baptiſm ſhould be called the antitype to 
it; to which may be added, that Noah and 
his family, when ſhut up in the ark, were, 
as it were, buried there; and baptiſm by im- 
merſion is a repreſentation of a burial. The 
paſſage of the Haelites thro the red ſea is 
called a being baptized in the cloud and in 
the ſea ; but why ſhould it be ſo called? 
wWiuhat is there in that account that looks like 
ſprinkling? There is that reſembles immer- 
ſion; for when the waters of the ſea ſtood up 
on both ſides of them, as a wall, and 

F | a 
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a cloud covered them, they were as people 
immerſed in water; and beſides, their going 
down into the ſea, and paſſing thro it, and 
coming up out of it on the other ſide ; if it 
may not be literally called an immerſion, it 
was very much like an immerſion into water, 
and an emerſion out of it; and both that and 
baptiſm repreſent a burial and reſurrection. 
The ſufferings of our Lord are called a bap- 
tiſm; you would do well to conſider whe- 
ther only ſprinkling a few drops of water on 
the face, or an immerſion into it, beſt repre- 
ſents the abundance and greatneſs of our Lord's 
ſorrows and ſufferings, for which reaſon they 
are called a baptiſm ; and the rather, ſince 
they are fignified by the waters coming into 
his ſoul, ind by his coming into deep waters, 
where the floods overflowed him. Once 
more, the extraordinary donation of the Holy 
Ghoſt on the day of Penticoſt is called a 
baptiſm, or a being baptized with the Holy 
Ghoſt, and with fire; Which was done when 
the houſe in which the apoſtles were, Was 
filled with a mighty wind, and cloven tongues, 
as of fire, ſat upon them * : it deſerves your 
conſideration, UT this wonderful affair, 

| Was fe 


SE, Luke xii. Fir. 1. 2. Matt. iii. Lt. 
Acts i. 5 and . . 
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and this large abundance of the Spirit, is not 
better expreſſed by baptiſm, as adminiſtred in 
a large quantity of water than with a little. 
To add no more, | 
Conſider the nature, uſe, and end of bap- 
tif; ; it is a burial; and the uſe and end of it 
are, to repreſent the burial and reſurrection of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; hence the phraſe of 
being buried with him in baptiſms* : ſee if 
you can make any thing of a burial when this 
ordinance is adminiſtred by ſprinkling; can 
you perſuade yourſelves that a corpſe is pro- 
perly buried, when only a little duſt is ſprin- 
kled on its face? on the other hand, you'll 
caſily perceive a lively repreſentation of a bu- 
rial, when the ordinance is performed by im- 
merſion; a perſon i: is then covered with water, 
and when he comes out of it, it clearly re- 
preſents our Lord's reſurrection, and the be- 
licyers riſing again to newneſs of life. Upon 
the whole, having asked for the good old 
paths, and found them, walk , abide 
by this ancient practice of baptiſm by im- 
merſion ; a practice which continued for the 
ſpace of thirteen hundred years at leaſt, with- 
out any exception, unleſs a few bed · ridden 


t in the times of Cyprian”, who re- 
F 2 ceived 
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ceived baptiſm on their ſick and deatli-beds, 
fancying there was noatonement for ſins after 
baptiſm,and therefore deferred it till ſuchtime. 

But after all, let me adviſe you in the 
words of our text to enquire where 7s the 
good way, or the better way ; for tho the 
ordinance of baptiſm, and every other, is a 
good way, there is a better way. This is a 
way of duty, but not of life and ſalvation; it 
is a command of Chriſt, to be obeyed by all 
believers in him, but not to be truſted in and 
depended on; it is eſſential to church-com- 
munion, but not to ſalvation; it is indeed no 
indifferent thing whether it is performed or 
no; this ought not to be ſaid or thought of 
any ordinance of Chriſt; or whether in this 
or the other manner, or adminiſtred to this 
or the other ſubject. It ought to be done as 
Chriſt has directed it ſhould 3 but when it is 
beſt done, it is no faving ordinance : this I 
the rather mention to remove from us a 
wicked and a fooliſh imputation, that we 
make an idol of this ordinance, and place 
our confidence and dependance on it, and 
put it in the room of the Saviour. I call it 
wicked, becauſe falſe ; and fooliſh, becauſe 
contrary to an avowed and well-known prin- 


ciple on which we proceed, namely, that 
fait h 
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faith in Chriſt alone for ſalvation is a pre- 
requiſite to baptiſm: can any -man in his 
ſenſes think that we depend on this ordi- 
nance for ſalvation, when we require that a 
perſon ſhould belieye in Chriſt, and profeſs 
that he bclieves in Chriſt alone for ſalyation, 
before he is baptized; or otherwiſe we judge 
he is not a fit ſubject? but on the other hand, 
thoſe that inſinuate ſuch a notion as this, 
would do well to conſider, if their own con- 
duct does not beſpeak ſomething of this kind; 
or otherwiſe what means the ſtir and buſtle 
that is made, when a child is ill, and not 
yet ſprinkled? what means ſuch language as 
this © run fetch the miniſter to baptize the 
ce child, the child's a dying?” does it not 
look as if this was thought to be a ſaving 
buſineſs, or as if a child could not be ſaved. 
unleſs it is ſprinkled, and which when done, 
they are quite eaſy and ſatisfied about its ſtate? 
But to leave this, and as the apoſtle ſays, 2 
frew 1 unto you a more excellent way!, 
which is Jeſus Chriſt, the WAY, the truth, and 


the life. 
Chriſt is the way of ſalvation, which the 


Goſpel, and the miniſters of it, point out to 


men; and he is the only way of ſalvation, 
| there 
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there is falvation in him, and in no other x 
this is what the whole bible centers in; this 
is the ſum and ſubſtance of it; this is the 
faithful ſay ing, and worthy, of all acceptation» 
that Chriſt came into the world to ſave the 
chief of ſinners. He is the way of acceſs 
to the Father, nor can any come to God but 
by him; he is the mediator between God 
and man, and thro him there is acceſs with 
confidence by the faith of him. He is the 
way of acceptance with God, we have no- 
thing to render us acceptable unto God; we 
are black in ourſel ves with original and actual 
ſin, and are only comely in Chriſt; our accept- 
ance is in the beloved; God is well pleaſed 
with him, and with all that are conſidered 
in him; their perſons and their ſacrifices 
are acceptable to God thre him. He is the 
way of conveyance of all grace, and the 
bleſſings of it to us. All Was given originally 
to him, and to us in him; and from him, 
and thro him we receive it, even out of his 
fulneſs, grace for grace; all ſpiritual ble ſſings 
are with him, and come to us from him; 
all grace paſſes thro his hands; the firſt we 
have, and all, the after-ſupplics of it; yea, 
the gift of God eternal life, is thro Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord. And he is the way to 
1 . b 26 heaven 
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heaven and eternal happineſs; he has entred 
into it with his own blood already, and has 
opened a way by it for his people, into the 
holieſt of all; he is gone before-hand as their 
fore-runner,and has taken poſſeſſion of heaven 
for them; he's now preparing a place for them 
there, and will come again and take them to 
himſelf, and introduce them into his kingdom 
and glory. And he is a plain, pleaſant, and 
ſafe way; plain to him that underſtands, and 
has a ſpiritual knowledge of him, even tho 
but of a very mean capacity; for this is a way, 
in which men tho fools, ſhall not err; and 
it is a very delightful one; what more de- 
lightful than to live by faith on Chriſt, or to 
walk by faith in him, as he has been received. 
And a very ſafe one, it muſt needs be; none 
ever periſned that believed in Chriſt; he is 
the living way, all in this way live, none in 
this way die; tho it is a ſtrait gate and narrow 
way, yet it ſurely and ſafely leads to eternal 
life; and tho it is ſometimes called a new 
way, yet not becauſe newly contrived, for it 
is as ancient in this reſpect, as the council 
and covenant of peace; nor newly revealed, 
for it was made known to Adam immediately 
after the fall; nor newly made uſe of, for 


all the Old Teſtament ſaints were directed in 
this 
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this way, and walked in it, and were ſaved 
by the grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the 
lamb ſlain from the foundation of the world, 
as well as we; but becauſe it is more clearly 
manifeſted now, and more largely and fre- 
quently walked in, otherwiſe it is the good 
old path to be asked for; there never was 
any other way of ſalvation, or cycr will be. 
I 80 on | 


II. To conſider the encouragement given, 
to take the direction, and make the enquiry 
as above; and in this I ſhall be very brief; 


it lies in this clauſe, and ye ** find, ref for 


your ſouls. 
There is a reſt for ſouls to be enjoyed in 


ordinances, when men are arrived to ſatis- 
faction about them, and ſubmit unto them 
in a becoming manner; when a man has 
carefully and conſcientiouſly ſearched the 
ſcriptures, and is come to a point about an 
ordinance, his mind is eaſy, which before 
was diſtracted and confuſed ; and he is the 
more caly in that he has acted the faithful 
part to himſelf and truth; and I can't ſee 
how perſons can have reſt in their minds, 
who have not ſtood in the ways and looked 
about them, ſearched the ſcriptures, and en- 

quired 
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quired for the good old paths, and in conſe- 
quence of an honeſt enquiry, walk therein; 
to ſuch, wiſdom's ways are ways of pleaſant- 
neſs, and her paths paths of peace; there is 
great peace enjoyed in them, tho not from 
them; a believer comes to an ordinance, 
being upon enquiry ſatisfied about it, as for 
inſtance, the ordinance of baptiſm ; he, I 
fay, comes to it with delight, paſles through 
it with pleaſure, and goes away from it as 
the cunuch did, rejoicing. 

There is reſt for ſouls to be enjoyed in 
doctrines, which a man does enjoy, when 
upon a diligent ſearch after truth, he finds it, 
and is at a point about it; a man that is toſſed 
to and fro with every wind of doctrine, is 
like a wave of the ſea, always reſtleſs and 
uneaſy ; a double-minded man, that halts be. 
tween two opinions, and ſometimes inclines 
to one, and ſometimes to the other, is un- 
table in all his ways, and has no true reſt in 
his mind ; a man that is carried about with 
divers and ſtrange doctrines, is like a meteor 
in the air, ſometimes here, and ſometimes 
there; a good thing it is to haye the heart 
eſtabliſhed in and with the doctrines of grace; 
and the way to this is to ſearch the ſcriptures, 


to ſee Whether theſe things be ſo or no; 
G7 which 
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which when ſeriouſly and faithfully done, the 
iſſue is peace of conſcience, reſt in the mind. 
But above all, true reſt for the ſoul is to 
be had in Chriſt, and ſuch who ask for the 
good and better way find it in him, nor is it 
to be found in any other; Chriſt is that to 
believers, as Noah's ark was to the dove, 
which could find no reſt for the ſole of its 
feet, till it returned thither: there is reſt in 
Chriſt, and no where elſe, and he invites 
weary ſouls to come to him for it; his words 
arc*, come unto me all ye that labour and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you reſt; take 
my yoke upon you, and learn of me, for I am 
weekand lowly in heart, and ye ſhall find refs. 
unto your ſouls ; which laſt clauſe is the ſame 
With this in our text, and our Lord ſeems to 
have had reſpect unto it, and to have took 
his language from it: and what peace and 
reſt do weary ſouls find in Chriſt, when their 
faith is led to his perſon, fulneſs, blood, ſacri- 
fice and righteouſneſs? and ſuch who are 
made partakers of ſpiritual 2 here, ſhall 
enjoy an eternal one hereaſter, for till here 
remains a reſt to the people of God”. 
To conclude, let us bleſs God for the 
ſcriptures, that we haye ſuch a way-mark to 
dircct 
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direct us, and point out unto us the way in 
which we ſhould go; let us make uſe of 
them; let us ſearch the ſcriptures daily and 
diligently, and the rather, ſince they tei of 
Chriſt, of his perſon, offices, of his doctrines 
and ordinances. Theſe are the more fare 
word of prophecy, to which we do well to 
take heed, as to alight ſnining in a dark places 
theſe are a lamp unto our feet, and a /ight 
unto our paths both with reſpect to the way 
of ſalvation, and to the way of our duty. 
Theſe guide us to the old paths, and' ſhew 
us where is the good way in which we ſhould 
walk; and when we are tempted to turn to 
the right hand, or the left, it is beſt to hearken 
to the voice of the word behind us, ſaying, 
this is the way, walk in it n. The bible has 
the beſt claim to antiquity of any book in the 
world, and the Goſpel, and the truths of it, 
have the greateſt marks and evidences of it 
upon them. Error is old, but truth is more 
ancient than that; the Goſpel is the verlaſting 
Goſpel; it was even ordained before the world 
unto our glory; and the ordinances of it, as 
adminiſtred in the times of Chriſt and his 
apoſtles, ſhould be received and ſubmitted to, 
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as there delivered; and we ſhould walk in 
them as we have Chriſt and his apoſtles for 
an example: but above all things, our con- 
cern ſhould be to walk in him the way; there 
is no way better, nor any ſo good as he; 
ſeek reſt for your ſouls in him, and no where 
elſe; not in the law and the works of it, 
there's none there; not in the world and the 
things of it, his is not your reſt, it is pollut- 
edo; but ſeek it in Chriſt, where you'll find 
it here, and more ay ye it with him 
berGaſece $ 4 
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